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GONZAGA COLLEGE SJ 
 

Notes for Parents of Prospective Pupils 
 
Gonzaga College was founded in 1950 as a day school for boys under the direction of the 
Society of Jesus.  At present there are five hundred and twenty boys on the College rolls. 
 
The objectives of Gonzaga include the formation of young adults who will be capable of 
living in and contributing to the community to which they belong; who will have ideals of 
excellence in all aspects of their lives - spiritual, moral, intellectual; who will be inspired by 
faith and imbued with the determination to build an ever more just society. 
 
In so far as is possible, pupils in Gonzaga are helped to integrate into their lives a deep 
and mature faith, founded on a solid knowledge of Christian teaching; to grow in 
judgement and sensibility, aesthetic sense, self-expression, a sense of community and of 
civil and social duty; and in depth of understanding. 
 
Parents who send their children to Gonzaga share these ideals.  They know, as does the 
school, that the fostering of growth towards them demands a common approach which 
underlines all educational effort.  They know too, as does the school, that the ultimate 
success of all their efforts depends on God's grace and that the fulfilment of all education 
is found in His love. 
 
RELIGIOUS FORMATION 
 
Religious formation occurs in many aspects of school life.  All boys follow the course in 
Religious Education prescribed by the Hierarchy.  There are regular school and class 
Masses.  Opportunities to participate in penitential services, prayer groups, other liturgical 
and religious celebrations, together with a programme of social involvement are constantly 
available to the boys.  The celebration of the major liturgical feasts is prepared carefully 
both by class room activities and by the many hours of time given by the choir and altar 
servers.  There is a flourishing conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
 
COURSES OF STUDY 
 
The core subjects (i.e. subjects taken by all boys) are Religious Knowledge, Irish, English, 
Mathematics and French.  Physical Education is an integral part of the curriculum and is 
compulsory throughout the school.  In addition, all boys are expected to follow courses in 
Latin, History, Geography, and Science until the end of Third Year.  Boys are also 
encouraged to study Greek, German, Music, Technical Graphics or Art during the first 
three years. All Junior Cycle pupils also follow approved courses in CSPE (Civic, Social & 
Political Education) and in SPHE (Social Personal & Health Education). 
 
At the end of Third Year boys enter the Transition Year.  During this year an opportunity is 
provided to experience a broad range of subjects, while considerable emphasis is placed 
on the Arts particularly Music and Art.  Boys also spend part of this year on work 
experience and involved in social outreach.  At the end of Fourth Year boys choose, in 
addition to the core subjects, four other subjects to present at the Leaving Certificate 
examination.  These may be chosen from Latin, Greek, History, Geography, Economics, 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Art, Applied Maths, Music, Religion, Design & 
Communication Graphics and German.  In the Junior Cycle there are twenty three boys in 
each class; classes in each year are not streamed.  Senior Cycle classes are generally 
smaller and are streamed in Irish and Mathematics.  
 



Boys are prepared for the Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate examinations.  At 
Christmas and Summer of each year there is a formal house examination. 
 
REVIEW OF PROGRESS 
 
A written report summarising each boy's progress is sent to parents at the end of the 
Christmas and Summer terms each year.  Progress can also be reviewed at other times 
where this is considered necessary or desirable. 
 
GAMES AND OTHER CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
While participation in games and other co-curricular activities is not compulsory, it is 
greatly encouraged and a note of explanation from parents is normally required to explain 
consistent non-participation in games. 
 
The main winter game of the College is rugby.  Basket-ball, table-tennis and badminton 
are also played.  In the summer term tennis, cricket and soccer are played.  The playing 
fields are beside the school. 
 
A play and a musical are normally produced in the College each year.  There is a high rate 
of participation in these activities and such participation is of great benefit to the boys not 
alone because of the involvement in drama but also in terms of overall growth and 
personal development which this involvement fosters. 
 
The debating societies provide an opportunity for the boys to learn to speak in public with 
accurate argument, sound reasoning and good humour. 
 
A flourishing chess club, a choir, an astronomical society, various projects in Art and 
occasional tours and excursions provide further opportunities for participation in co-
curricular activities. 
 
A well stocked library and computerised information centre in the school is available to all 
the boys. 
 
A balanced participation in the various activities of the College is a prime factor in the 
overall growth and development of each boy and is thus highly desirable. 
 
DRESS AND APPEARANCE 
 
The norms of dress for the College are made available to parents each year.  There are 
slight variations for the different age-groups but, in general, boys are expected to wear a 
white shirt with the College tie, grey trouser and a sweater with the school crest, whose 
colour is appropriate to the year. 
 
The school uniform is available from Uniformity of Sandyford. 
 
HOURS OF CLASS 
 
Classes begin at 8.30am and end at 3.30pm.  There is a forty minute lunch break during 
which lunch is available in the school cafeteria.  On Wednesdays, classes end at 12.50pm. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
 
The College reserves to itself the right to require the withdrawal of any boy who fails to 
give satisfaction in work or conduct.  Details of the Code of Behaviour and Discipline 
Procedures are to be found on the College website: www.gonzaga.ie  
 
FEES 
 
The fee for the current year is €6605.  A financial aid programme operates whereby in 
each year a small number of suitably qualified applicants is offered a waiving of all or part 
of the College fee. 
 

AMDG 

http://www.gonzaga.ie/

	GONZAGA COLLEGE SJ
	REVIEW OF PROGRESS

