
 

 

 
23rd August 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
The purpose of the Transition Year R.E. programme, and the retreat as part of it, is to 
integrate the spiritual with the personal development of the student, as well as to build 
up a Christian community in the class and ultimately in the school. The pupils are 
introduced to methods of reflection and are encouraged to affirm and reach out to the 
world around them, by developing their talents and using them, in part at least, for the 
service of others in a living faith that strives to promote justice. 
 

“Christ plays in ten thousand places, lovely in limbs and lovely in eyes not his.”Gerard 
Manley Hopkins SJ 

 

 “Finding God in all Things” with a specific focus on diversity is the theme of this 
Transition Year (TY) retreat. We can find God in all things, because God is 
everywhere and in all that we do - from using our senses to the conversations we 
have. Because we think of God as huge, we look for God in big things, but God’s 
presence is deeply woven into everyday life into the simple, which requires us to open 
our ears and eyes and discover.  
 
The three days at the Oceanview Camp and Conference Centre in Rossnowlagh, Co. 
Donegal with the Surf Project team will offer ample opportunity to discover God in 
all the action, in the nature and landscape around us, in the conversations we have and 
the friendships that will be built. Surfing and the ocean offer the boys additional 
opportunity to draw parallels to the meaning, the beauty of and the challenges in life, 
and of course to bond with their new form group. 
 
This retreat is an overnight retreat and TY teachers will stay with the groups. Your 
son will depart Gonzaga College SJ at 8:00 am sharp and will return at approx. 17:00 
the following day. The retreat will run for the following classes on the following 
dates: 
 
4C & 4D: Monday, 2nd September to Wednesday, 4th September 2019. 
 
4A & 4B: Wednesday, 4th September to Friday, 6th September 2019. 
 
The Surf Project will provide all the surfing gear, however as the retreat also includes 
other outdoor activities, I have attached a kit list to this letter. Please ensure that your 
son is dressed appropriately. In addition please find attached a medical form, as well 
as a contract of good behaviour, which I would ask you to read and sign together with 
your son. 
 
With many thanks and good wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Elisabeth Clarke 
(Director of Ignatian Formation and Services Programs) 
 
 
Damon McCaul 
(Headmaster) 


