
Minister anounces significant changes to process of Leaving Certificate examination 

appeals and entry to higher education (1st November, 2018) 

The Minister for Education and Skills has announced significant changes to the Leaving Certificate 

examination appeals process from 2019. The changes will mean that, in future, students who appeal 

the results of the Leaving Certificate will be informed by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) of 

the outcome of their appeals much earlier than has previously been possible. 

In cases where students have applied for course places in Higher Education via the Central Applications 

Office (CAO), and where their appeal result means they could obtain a higher course preference, they 

will in most cases now be able to take up that preference in the current academic year, rather than 

have their offer deferred by a year. The higher education institutions (HEIs) will also strengthen the 

structured supports provided for those appeal students who begin a higher education course shortly 

after first year has begun, to ensure that they are not disadvantaged. The HEIs have advised that, in 

2019, no First Year Undergraduate academic classes in HEIs will start earlier than the second week of 

September. This will minimise the class time lost by students who are offered a higher preference 

CAO offer. 

In 2019 the results of the Leaving Certificate appeals will be released to students in the week beginning 

16th September, a full three weeks earlier than the normal timeframe (Wednesday 10th October in 

2018). This fundamental re-engineering of the appeals process includes a combination of earlier 

releases of provisional results of the Leaving Certificate and of CAO Round 1 offers to students, 

bringing forward the process whereby students are able to view their examination scripts in advance 

of deciding to submit an appeal, having appeals examiners mark scripts on a full-time basis rather than 

only at evenings and weekends, and a streamlining of the overall appeals logistics.  In 2019, provisional 

results of the Leaving Certificate will be issued to students on Tuesday, 13th August, while CAO Round 

1 offers will be issued to students by Friday 16th August. 

The issue to students of provisional results of the Leaving Certificate has traditionally been 10 weeks 

from the first day of the examinations. The new proposed timeline moves the issuing of these results 

forward by one day (to Tuesday 13th August in 2019), and this will be followed by the release to 

students of CAO Round 1 offers by Friday 16th August. 

In the longer term it is anticipated that the planned movement of the examinations marking system 

from a paper-based to an online model over the next three years could further improve the appeals 

timeframe. 

The Minister is confident that these changes, together with the measures being introduced by the 

Higher Education Institutions, will significantly improve the position for students who appeal their 

results from next year onwards.” 

The current appeals process takes approximately 8 weeks from the date of issuing provisional results 

to the issue of appeals results. The measures being announced today reduce that process to 5 weeks. 

 

Indicative Timeline for Leaving Certificate Appeals 

Key Dates 2019 

Leaving Certificate Provisional Results issued to 

students 

Tuesday, 13th August 

CAO Round 1 Offers issued to students Friday, 16th August 



Viewing of scripts in schools by students who 

apply to view them 

Mid-week of week-beginning Monday 

19th August 

Appeal closing date Late week-beginning Monday 19th August 

Appeals Results issued to students Between Wednesday, 18th September and 

Friday 20thSeptember 

  

The changes announced follow on the judgement in a recent High Court Judicial Review case, taken 

by a student. In his judgement, Mr. Justice Humphreys stated that the current system is highly unfair 

to students and cannot be repeated. The judgement issued in this case by the High Court on 3rd 

October 2018 contained findings in relation to a new Constitutional right of access to higher 

education, which did not previously exist and which the Department considers is not correct in law. 

The Department wishes to have this issue fully considered by the Court of Appeal.  
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